Policies on Conflict of Interest and Disclosure

To eliminate the possibility of real or perceived conflicts of interest, ECTRIMS adheres to the
following policies regarding its operations, programmes and sponsorship of its congresses
and other activities:

1. ECTRIMS is a not-for-profit professional organisation and all funds are used solely for
ECTRIMS programmes and organizational support activities. Neither officers nor
members of governing bodies are compensated for their purely voluntary services.
Members of committees and governing bodies in ECTRIMS are themselves professionals
in academic and/or clinical occupations and are not employees of any for-profit
pharmaceutical, biotechnological, or medical equipment companies.
2. ECTRIMS finances are held independently of any sponsors and are independently
audited.
3. While annual ECTRIMS congresses benefit from sponsorship by for-profit and other notfor-profit entities that share our mission, the following requirements intended to
eliminate the possibility or perception of conflicts of interest for the Congress are in place:
a. ECTRIMS congress planning and execution is the responsibility of a designated Local
Organising Committee, a Scientific Committee, and the ECTRIMS Congress Planning
Committee.
b. The selection of all scientific and clinical presentations given during ECTRIMS
congresses (main programme plenary sessions, research platform sessions, poster
sessions) is made solely on the basis of scientific and/or clinical merit by the Scientific
Committee for each congress and decisions are independent of the nature of any
sponsorship of the underlying research.
c. Each abstract submitted for consideration as a presentation at a congress must
include a disclosure statement for each listed author; for platform presentations, the
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first “visual” must include disclosure statements for each listed author; for posted
presentations, disclosures must be included prominently for each listed author.
d. Satellite symposia held during the ECTRIMS congress are entirely sponsored by
corporate or non-ECTRIMS not-for-profit entities, must serve an ECTRIMS-relevant
educational goal, and may not be promotional. The nature of each satellite
symposium, its programme, chairs and speakers are approved in advance by
ECTRIMS, but the sponsoring organisation and the satellite symposium chair(s) are
solely responsible for the content of the symposium.
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